CHAPTER XXXIX

* AFTER ACHILLES *

'TELL me/ said a distinguished political friend of
mine one day, 4do you think there is anything Lord
Rosebery could not do if he tried ?' I felt inclined to
reply that I did not think he could say an ungracious
thing even if he were to try, but my friend was a man
of a somewhat solemn temperament, and I did not like
to give what might have seemed a frivolous answer. So
I had to content myself with the admission that I did
not know what Lord Rosebery might not accomplish if
he were to set his mind on accomplishing it. Indeed, I
think we should find it hard, all of us, to give any other
answer to the question. Lord Rosebery has proved his
success as a political leader, as a political speaker, as a
lecturer, as the author of < Ceremonial Addresses/ and
as an after-dinner speaker. He has proved himself a
success on the turf, as a breeder of horses, as a yachts-
man, as a critic of pictures and statues, as a writer and
reader of books, as a patron of art, and as a leader of
society. The first time I ever heard him speak in pub-
lic was at a dinner given, I think, at the Crystal Palace,
many years ago, on some occasion which brought a large
number of authors and actors together. Now, some of
the authors and some of the actors were men who had
made a distinct reputation for themselves in the art of
after-dinner oratory. From each of these much was
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